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Transdisciplinary 

Themes 

Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 
what it means to be human. 

How We Organize Ourselves  
An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of organizations; 
societal decision-making; 
economic activities and their 
impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

How we Express Ourselves  
An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, culture, 
beliefs, and values; the ways in 
which we reflect on, extend and 
enjoy our creativity, our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 

Where we are in Place and 
Time  

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 
the interconnected- ness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

How the World Works  
An inquiry into the 
natural world and its 
laws; the interaction 
between the natural 
world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans 
use their understanding 
of scientific principles; 
the impact of scientific 
and technological 
advances on society and 
on the environment 

Sharing the Planet  
An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 
people and with other living 
things; communities and the 
relationships within and between 
them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 
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Cultures around the world 
influence children’s 
experiences. 

Physical characteristics help 
us describe our world. 

A community is influenced by 
its members. 

The past influences the present 
and the future. 

The physical world has 
laws in which objects can 
move in a variety of 
ways 

Organisms form connections in 
nature. 
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An inquiry into… 

• maps and globes 

• children in different 
cultures 

• where and how people 
live in different places 
around the world 

An inquiry into… 

• ways objects and 
organisms can be 
sorted(perspective) 

• how we use our senses 
to describe our 
world(form) 

• how perspective impacts 
the ways an object can 
be sorted (perspective, 
change) 

An inquiry into… 

• the roles and cooperation in 
a classroom 
community(responsibility) 

• what makes each person 
unique in a 
community(reflection) 

• characteristics of a 
scholar(form) 

An inquiry into… 

• the past, the present and 
the future (perspective) 

• how society has evolved 
over time (change, 
reflection)-transportation, 
education, housing, food 

• how daily life has changed 
over time(change, 
reflection)-toys, clothes, 
food 

An inquiry into… 

• how objects move 

• force and motion 
and how it can be 
described 

• how motion can be 
altered when 
variables are 
changed 

• how scientists 
describe their 
observations  

An inquiry into… 

• needs organisms have to 
survive 

• how organisms get what they 
need 

• how organisms grow and 
change 

• how humans impact other 
organisms 
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 • Reflection 

• Perspective 

• Connection  

• Form 

• Perspective 

• Change 

• Reflection 

• Responsibility 

• Form 

• Perspective 

• Change 

• Reflection 

• Change 

• Causation 

• Function 

• Change 

• Connection 

• responsibility 
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The way people work together 
impacts their community. 

Living things depend on 

systems to function. 
People communicate in unique ways to 

express themselves. 
People have an identity that is 

shaped by their cultural 

environment to better 

understand themselves and 

others. 

People identify properties and 

characteristics to understand the 

world around them. 

People around the world have a 

responsibility to care for and share the 

earth’s resources. 
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An Inquiry into… 

• the different types of 

communities and how 

they function (form & 

function) 

• how people’s different 

roles work together in 

a community (function 

& responsibility) 

• how individuals 

identify their roles in a 

community (function & 

responsibility 

An inquiry into: 

• systems that help 

organize the world 

around us. 

• the needs of living 

things. 

• the 

interconnectednes

s of all living 

things. 

An inquiry into... 

• forms of expression 

• how people and countries 

express themselves 

• how individuals express 

themselves in unique ways 

An inquiry into... 

• our personal identity 

(connection) 

• how our location 

affect our personal 

identity (perspective) 

• how past leaders 

have changed the 

identity of our country 

(causation) 

• how others’ identities 

are different and the 

same as ours 

(causation) 

An Inquiry into… 

• the different states of 

matter (Form) 

• the properties and 

characteristics of 

matter(form) 

• the role matter plays in a 

functioning environment 

(change and causation) 

An inquiry into 

• different earth materials 

• how earth materials are used in 
everyday life 

• how resources in America 
compared to resources around 
the world 

• why we should take care of the 
earth 
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• Form 

• Function 

• Responsibility 

• Function 

• Connection 

• Change 

• Form 

• Perspective 

• Reflection 

• Causation 

• Perspective 

• Connection 

• Form 

• Change 

• Causation  

• Causation 

• Responsibility 

• Perspective 
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Citizens use strategies to 
resolve conflict in a 
community. 

The way citizens manage 
resources impact future 
generations. 

Cultures develop morals by 

studying lessons learned in 

stories. 

Community actions are 

caused by perspectives of 

individuals to change a 

community. 

The forces of the natural world 

impact personal and community 

decisions 

Organisms create interdependent 

relationships to survive. 
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An inquiry into... 

• different types of 

solutions to conflict. 

(Causation 

• our accountability 

and outcomes to 

self and others 

when solving a 

conflict. 

(Perspective) 

• actions that can be 

taken to impact the 

community 

(Responsibility 

An inquiry into... 

• how financial 

decision-making 

affects short and 

long term goals 

(responsibility) 

• how 

communities 

manage 

resources and 

how that impacts 

the future 

(responsibility) 

(connection) 

• how the scarcity 

of resources 

affects the 

choices of 

individuals and 

communities 

(change) 

An inquiry into... 

• how culture is expressed 

through literature 

(Connection) 

• how literature teaches 

lessons (Perspective) 

• lessons across different 

cultures (Reflection) 

An inquiry into… 

• how different 

perspectives are 

shaped by our 

location or time  

• how a person 

impacts change  

• how communities 

change as a result 

of the actions of 

leaders 

An inquiry into... 

• the relationship 

between the force and 

motion of weather 

• weather and its impact 

on the environment and 

community decisions 

• how data is collected 

and what tools are 

used 

An inquiry into… 

• ow habitats meet the needs 
of living organisms 
(Causation 

• how organisms interact with 
each other (plants, animals 
and humans) 
(Responsibility) 

• how habitats change over 
time (Change, causation) 

• how scientists study living 
things (Causation, change) 
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 • Causation 

• Perspective 
• Responsibility 

• Change 
• Connection  
• Responsibility 

• Perspective 

• Reflection 

• Connection 

• Causation 
• Change 
• Perspective 

• Causation 
• Function 
• Connection 

• Change 

• Causation 

• Responsibility 
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 Storytelling and 

traditions connect 
people across time 
and cultures.  

Decision-making 
influences everyday life.  

People express their beliefs and 
values through words and action 
to make a difference in the world.  

People come to a region 
for a variety of reasons and 
impact the area in different 
ways.  

The natural world operates in 
cycles that can interact with 
each other. 

People’s decisions about resources 
affect resource availability. 
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An inquiry into… 
-timeless stories and 
traditions 
-how stories teach 
similar lessons across 
cultures 
-how stories and 
traditions connect 
people across time 
and cultures  

An inquiry into… 
-how decisions get made 
-the impact of decisions 
on everyday life 
-different types and roles 
within societal structures  

An inquiry into… 
-how change happens as a result 
of people’s actions, beliefs, and 
values 
-how people express beliefs and 
values effectively and 
appropriately   
-how point of view is based on 
beliefs and values  

An inquiry into… 
- who are the people that 
settle in a region 
-how people impact a 
region 
-characteristics of a region  

An inquiry into… 
-the cycles of nature. 
-the sequence of and within 
cycles.  
-how humans and cycles of 
nature interact with one another  

An inquiry into… 
-he resources available to humans 
-how resources are shared/distributed 
globally 
-the impact of humans on resource 
availability  
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Rights and responsibilities 
vary in different settings. 

 
Change created by one 
affects another. 

 
Beliefs, feelings, values and ideas 
are shared through different 
expressions.   

 
Patterns throughout time 
cause the world to change. 

 
Innovation impacts societal 
advancement. 
 

 
Relationships and adaptation are 
necessary for survival. 
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An inquiry into… 
-how systems are created, 
structured, maintained, 
and changed. 
 
-how rights and 
responsibilities of citizens 
both individually and 
collectively influence 
systems. 
 
-how systems balance the 
rights of individuals with 
the common good. 

An inquiry into… 
-how migration is 
influenced by geography 
and economic 
opportunities.  
 
-how where a person 
lives influences how a 
person lives.  
 
-why change, progress, 
and growth can be 
viewed from a variety of 
perspectives  
 
-how to determine if 
benefits outweigh the 
risks.  

An inquiry into… 
-how representations of similar 
concepts illustrate the belief 
systems and customs of the 
cultures that create them. 

-how stories, the aesthetic, and 
science fill the need to explain the 
world around us. 

-how scientific truths are linked to 
the aesthetic. 

An inquiry into… 
 
-how a repeated pattern 
can cause change. 
 
-how and when patterns 
should be broken. 
 
-identifying, using and 
describing patterns help us 
to make sense of the world 
we live in.  

An inquiry into… 
-how inventions and 
innovations evolve based on 
the needs of society. 

-how the same resources be 
used in different ways to solve 
problems. 

-how we ensure innovation 
always lead to something 
better. 

An inquiry into... 
-how we know what happened in the 
past 
 
-how adaptation promotes survival in 
the moment or throughout the test of 
time 
 
-how connectedness and 
relationships affect the ability to get 
needs and wants met 
 
-how understandings of adaptations, 
relationships, and changes over time 
can help inform us  
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Responsibility 

Form 

Function 

Causation 

Change 

Perspective 

Connection 

Perspective 

Reflection 

Causation 

Change 

Perspective 

Form 

Function 

Responsibility 

Function 

Connection 

Reflection 
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Humans influence and 
shape the systems in the 
world around them. 

The evolving needs of 
humans affect the 
structure and functions 
of organizations.  

Humans influence others through 
the written word. 

Forces and decisions 
shape the world in which 
we live.  

Scientific and technological 
advances impact how society 
interacts with and understands 
the importance of the natural 
world. 

Resources connect people across 
the world and influence migration. 
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Perspective 
Connection 

Form 
Function 
Connection 

Change 
Perspective 
Responsibility 

Causation 
Change 
Reflection 

Form  
Causation 
Change 

Perspective  
Responsibility 
Connection 
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An inquiry into… 
-the interconnectedness of 
systems  
-how humans influence 
societal systems 
-rights and responsibilities 
of being human 

An inquiry into… 
-how people organize 

themselves in order to 

fulfill needs 

-the evolution of 

monetary organizations 

-the power and 

responsibility of 

organizations 

 

An inquiry into... 
-the role of citizens in creating 
change 
-the structure and impact of 
stories 
-crafting motivational stories 
-expressing ideas in different 
disciplines 

An inquiry into… 
-Forces that shape our 
world 
-The impact of the 
decisions that people 
make 
-How people over time 
have made sense of the 
forces that change our 
world 

 
  

An inquiry into... 
-Predicting causes and 
formation of weather  
-The impact of scientific and 
technological advances on the 
natural world  
-Analyzing multiple 
perspectives  
-Using persuasive writing 
strategies to change 
perspectives  

An inquiry into… 
-how resources have advantages 
and disadvantages 
-the distribution of resources around 
the world  
-the influence of resources on 
migration.  
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 Function 
Responsibility 
Connection 

Function 
Connection  
Responsibility 

Change  
Reflection 
Perspective 

Form 
Change  
Causation 

Causation 
Change 
Perspective 

Responsibility 
Causation 
Connection 

 


